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'Evil' axis blamed for high rate of detention

The Sydney Morning Herald
1 September 2009
Joel Gibson

A LEADING criminologist
says an "axis of evil" made
up of populist politicians,
radio shock jocks and
intransigent bureaucrats
is the reason indigenous
juveniles are 28 times
more likely to be locked
up and detention numbers
are rising for the first time
in decades.

Those three groups of
powerbrokers had failed
to grasp the damage that
tough law and order
policies such as NSW bail
laws were doing to
Aboriginal children,
Professor Chris Cunneen
said.

The number of juveniles
in detention had been
dropping since the 1980s,
he said, but that slide
ended in 2002, while
funding for many

indigenous services had

gone backwards in real
terms.

Professor Cunneen was
one of several speakers at
a criminology conference
yesterday who warned of
the prospect of another
lost generation if juvenile
detention rates were not
brought down.

"It's 20 years since | first
spoke about juvenile
justice issues at an
Australian Institute of
Criminology conference.
Now we just hope things
don't get worse rather
than hoping for
improvements," he said.

Aboriginal Legal Service
lawyers who represent
indigenous people
charged with criminal
offences were paid less
than mainstream legal aid
lawyers and worked an
average of 10 hours more

a week, he said.

In the Northern Territory,
Aboriginal Legal Services
are so underfunded that
they spend an average of
$17 on a client's court
costs, compared with
$762 a client for
mainstream legal aid.

The Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander
Social Justice
Commissioner, Tom
Calma, said something
was seriously wrong when
Australia’'s justice system
showed a 27 per cent
increase in indigenous
juvenile detention rates
from 2001 to 2007.

"We have a system more
intent on locking up our
kids than preventing crime
in the first place," Mr

Calma said.
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From the Chair

Mark Spinks Chair of Babana

Special
mention must
be made to
Linda Boney.
Linda has
been down
there with us
on the
Sundays
since we
started.

What a month. Personally, it was
very busy. | am still getting over my
recent illness. | have gone back to
work and found a pile (a great pile)
of work that needed to be done
yesterday.

There is also a great deal of
planning going on for Babana as
well.

Two new things have begun this
month. The first was the Babana
Breakfast Club (a flyer is on another
page) which has been going for two
weeks now. Basically the Breakfast
Club is a time for Babana members,
friends, and any other person who
wants to have a good, healthy early
Sunday morning with friends.

We are meeting every Sunday
morning at 7:30 am for a gentle walk;
a challenge, but not too much of a
challenge, followed by a healthy
breakfast.

Babana provides healthy cereals,
bacon, sausages and eggs, toast, etc.,
after our walk. It is not just a walk
though. Some good discussions
come up on those walks too.

Sitting in Alexandria Park eating a
good meal after a pleasant walk is a
good way to start a day. Good food,
good conversation and knowing that
we are doing something good for
ourselves is a nice pick me up.

Special mention must be made to
Linda Boney. Linda has been down
there with us on the Sundays since
we started. It is thanks to her that we

do get that good breakfast |

mentioned.

Linda, on behalf of Babana I thank
you for your assistance. It is so much
appreciated .

The Breakfast Club has only been
going for two weeks. The first week
we had twelve walkers. This last
week we had fifteen walkers. Both
numbers are good results considering
it is a new initiative and the numbers
will always go up and down. But the
men who have attended have had a
good time.

We have opened up the Breakfast
Club to include our lady friends and
also our families. Health is not just a
men’s thing. It is for all people. We
welcome ladies and families to come
along.

The other thing is the first two
meetings of the Babana Youth
Yarn’n Circle. Byron and Don are
taking this work on and it looks like
we will get a great deal of
information on what young people
need in our community.

The Yarn’n Circle is a follow-on
from the Elders and Youth Day held
at Middle Harbour a few months ago.
At that event a questionnaire was
handed our with a list of questions on
subjects as education, employment,
resources, etc.

The Yarn’n Circle is expanding on
that questionnaire with good quality
suggestions on programmes for
young people.

A full report, similar to our Men’s

Health Report will be published.



White power’ t-shirts for sale in Alice Springs

Crikey Media

Chris Graham

As Alice Springs grapples with
the alleged bashing death of an
Aboriginal man by five young
white men, one man has begun
selling “Alice Springs White
Power” t- shirts and caps from
his car. And it’s all happening
outside the Alice Springs Town
Council offices, with local police
and council officials refusing at
least two requests by local
residents to shut the man down.

The t-shirts and caps were
yesterday on display in the
passenger side window of a
4WD ute parked directly across
the road from the council
chambers. The t-shirts include a
swastika motif:
http://tinyurl.com/ng2gqwa

The number plates on the
vehicle read “GANGSTA”, and a
hand-written sign was taped to
the back passenger window
advertising the shirts and caps:
The sign included pricing — $25
for a shirt, $25 for a cap or to
[sic] for $35. The sign includes a
mobile phone contact.

http://tinyurl.com/n8xg44 [yes,

note the mobile phone number! -

The sale of the merchandise
follows the July 25 death of
Donny Ryder, an Aboriginal
trainee ranger, aged 33. Mr
Ryder was walking home along

an Alice Springs back street

when a group of five white youths aged
19-24 allegedly alighted from a 4WD
and bashed him to death.

The youths have each been charged
with murder, and up to nine counts of
reckless endangerment — about a half
hour before the bashing death the
youths also allegedly drove their
vehicle at itinerant Aboriginal men and
women camping on the dry bed of the
Todd River.

Two residents who contacted the
National Indigenous Times last night
said the man had been seen making
several sales of the t-shirts outside the
council chambers.

After complaining to council officers
they were told no by-laws were being
broken because the sign advertising
the vehicle was situated inside — not
outside — the vehicle.

One of the residents who complained
(and requested anonymity) said: “The
fact he was sitting out the front of the
council building, probably within view of
many security and CCTV cameras ... |
think it’s pretty brazen.
http://tinyurl.com/mjgl27

“By doing it in front of council he’s
trying to assert some sort of power.
He’'s trying to say that he has immunity
to spread hate around town.”

The residents said they also
complained to local police but officers
declined to take any action. Calls to the
Northern Territory government also fell
on deaf ears. A spokesperson for NT
Police this morning confirmed officers

had received one complaint, but made
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no further comment.

We didn’t, however, have much
trouble getting comment from the
seller of the t- shirts.

The owner of the vehicle is a local
man in his late 40s. He identified
himself only by his nickname, ‘Red’.
In a lengthy interview, Red
unleashed a torrent of racial abuse,
after initially claiming that the t-
shirts and caps weren’t for sale.
“I'm not selling the t-shirts, I'm
giving them to people who want
them,” Red said. But when told NIT
had photographs of the advertising
signs in Red’s car, he replied,

“You're just some white c-nt who'’s
a f-cking n-gger lover.”

Red claimed the shirts were
popular among local residents —
even police had shelled out the
$25. “I've sold them to police ... I've
sold them to nurses, school
teachers. No c-nt has ever come up
to me and said nothing about it. |
wear my shirts and hats everywhere
I go,” he said.

Red said the Alice Springs
community was angry at the death
of a white man allegedly bashed to
death by several Aboriginal men
earlier this year. He said he had
grown up in the central Australian
town and that Aboriginal people
were the source of all the problems.
He pointed to the fact jails in the
Territory were full of black criminals
as proof that Aboriginal people

(continued on page 8)
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Babana Youth Yarn’n Circle

Don Clark
Two weeks ago the first

meeting of the Babana
Youth Yarn’n Circle was
held.

The Yarn'n Circle is a
follow-on of the successful
Elders and Youth event held
on Middle Harbour a few
months ago.

At the Elders and Youth
event a questionnaire was
handed out asking all
people who attended to
answer a list of questions in
areas such as health,
education, employment,
drugs and alcohol, the
justice system and
resources for young people
in our community.

Another page also asked
guestions that would allow
us to determine the
‘demographics’ of those
answering the
guestionnaire.

Our purpose with the
guestionnaire and the
follow-up of a Yarn'n Circle
is to determine what young
people think, what they
aspire to, what resources
they believe are lacking in
the community and any
other unmet need they
recognise.

With the demographics |
will be able to separate and

identify the different age
ranges. This will allow for
Babana to show in its report
the changes in thinking
between older people and
younger people and to
determine what some of those
changes mean.

The world has changed since
some of our Elders were
young. What changes and
differences are there in what
people think and how they
react to differences.

The funding for the project
was gained from the
Commonwealth Department of
Families, Housing, Community
Services and Indigenous
Affairs (FaHSCIA). Our project
was supported by the
Indigenous Coordination Unit,
for which we are very grateful.

We have developed some of
the statistics from the
guestionnaire and made up
graphics showing what young
people think and, in
conjunction, we are able to
show any differences or
similarities with older peoples’
ideas.

Now, we are asking the
young people in our
community to expand on the
results of those questionnaire
subjects.

We will be meeting every

week at first to discuss in more

detail what young people want.

The questionnaire is the quantity of

answers, and now the Yarn’n Circle

will give some quality to the

answers so we can develop

programmes that young people

want and to provide support for

young people to achieve their

aspirations.

Another part of the Circle is to

identify young leaders. | will not

say potential leaders because

some of these young men are

leaders in their own right at this

time.

Although the
funding is not
large it will allow
us to hold the
Yarn'n Circle
meetings and also
to take the young
men on a cultural
and leadership
trip away. We
hope to further

The funding for the
project was gained
from the
Commonwealth
Department of
Families, Housing,
Community Services
and Indigenous Affairs
(FaHSCIA). Our
project was supported
by the Indigenous
Coordination Unit,

assist those young people involved

in developing their leadership

qualities and give them the

confidence that they might need to

use them.

At the end of this project Babana

will produce a report similar to our

Men’s Health Report. We will detalil

what young people identify as

needing change, unmet need,

resources and structures that will

assist this community.
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Press Release from Richard Downes

STATEMENT
WARREN MUNDINE

On behalf of my people | am
calling on you to head the advice
of the UN special rapporteur on
Indigenous rights and support your
people demanding an end to the
NT Intervention.

In your statement against the
rapporteur you say the Intervention
is protecting of women against
sexual assault, physical assault.
But this is not true — you need to
focus on the big picture of what is
happening to us. Your
governments so called measures
under the intervention go far
beyond this to take away our
dignity, our self esteem, and land
control, disempowerment, human
and indigenous rights. More
oppression, more young people in
goals, we have no say in the
justice system, which is failing.
Your system is about creating
divisions, hate and racism and
control over people who are
already struggling under
oppression.

Get out of you air-conditioned
office. You need to visit the people
on ground, see and listen to them
or are you afraid to find and learn
the truth. You are an outsider, an
outcaste a nobody just like us. The
governments have taken away all
our indigenous and human rights
in this country. We are now are
separate from rest of Australian

people. Otherwise | urge you to
show aboriginal people evidence
and proof that we are all equal.
Show me where you and your
government have had consultation,
meetings with my people. Show us
where this great law is protecting
women and children, give us the
evidence on how many convictions
there has been with sexual child
abuse, rape, murders, where is this
indigenous pedophile ring your
governments statements stated at
the beginning. We don’t need any
controls and measures and taking
away of our land to negotiate to
come to an agreed partnership
arrangements with governments
and others.

Make your stand Warren, Human
Rights for all people of different
cultures. Support your peoples
United Nations DECLARATION on
the Rights of INDIGENOUS
PEOPLES.

Start your journey on discovery of
yourself, your people, humanity our
brother, open you mind and let
your spirits guide you. Focus on the
whole issue not on particular points
to pull the wool over our general
public friends. Tell the general
public the truth don’t hide the rest.

A man who takes away another
man's freedom is a prisoner of
hatred; he is locked behind the
bars of prejudice and narrow-
mindedness. | am not truly free if |
am taking away someone else's

freedom, just as surely as | am not
free when my freedom is taken
from me. The oppressed and the
oppressor alike are robbed of their

humanity. Nelson Mandela -

Freedom - Compassion

Richard Downs

Ampilatwatja Community walk off

spokesperson

Contact: 0428611169
www.interventionwalkoff.wordpress.com
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Tracking the trackers: hunt begins for abandoned bushmen

Brishane Times
7 September 2009
Scott Casey

Lord Kitchener asked for their help
to track guerrilla fighters through the
South African bush in the Boer War.
But at the end of the conflict and
after lending their services alongside
15,000 other Australian troops, four
Aboriginal trackers, believed to be
from North Queensland, were
abandoned by their government and
left to find their own way home.

No one knows if they made it.

Now, a research project being run
out of Griffith University is aiming for
the first time in a century to discover
what happened to the men and may
finally see their contribution take its
rightful place in the Australian War
Memorial.

Griffith's Aboriginal Research
Fellow Dale Kerwin said the task was
a difficult one, and until questions
were asked of the Commonwealth
Department of Veterans' Affairs and
the Australian War Memorial by
brisbanetimes.com.au this week,
there had been little interest in
tracking the trackers.

"It's like looking for a needle in a
haystack," Dr Kerwin said.

"I've written to the Prime Minister
and the premier of this state asking
for some financial assistance and
nothing is coming. "They've wished
me all the best and I've applied for
grants all over the place but no one
is interested in this story."

Fought between the British and
colonial forces and the Dutch-
descended free settlers - or Boers -
the Boer war saw extensive use of
guerrilla tactics by the settlers and
brutal use of force by the British.
The British tried any method to
reduce the advantages the Boers
had in using guerrilla warfare
including officially condoned murder
of Boer prisoners by Australian
Lieutenant Henry ~The Breaker'
Morant.

In 1902, the head of colonial forces,
Lord Kitchener, asked Australia's first
Prime Minister Edmund Barton to send
indigenous bushmen with knowledge of
hunting and tracking to act as scouts to
locate Boer fighters.

When Australian forces withdrew later
that year, the four trackers are thought
to have been left behind, forced to live
out their days on foreign soil

Dr Kerwin believes the Immigration
Restriction Act of 1901 - known as the
White Australia Policy and which
prevented non-white landing - was to
blame. It meant the men would have
had to have applied to return home and
funded their own passage.

"No one cared," Dr Kerwin said.

"We were seen as less than human in
those days. We were less than the flora
and the fauna at the time and [the
Australian Government] were just
waiting for us to die out."

Dr Kerwin has enlisted the help of a
UK researcher to help with the project,
scouring war archives across two
continents. Indigenous historian and
author David Huggonson has also
provided some assistance on the
valuable role the trackers played in the
war effort.

In his book The Black Trackers of
Bloemfontein, Huggonson recounts the
story of an Aboriginal man known only
as Billy who tracked five British officers
across the South African veldt (or open
plain) proving the abilities of the
trackers by finding all the men and
bringing back evidence of their
presence.

"The tracker, first stating that the men
had chosen their various
routes...described
how one had got off his horse and had
then proceeded to light his pipe,
producing the half burnt match to prove
it," Huggonson wrote. "One man whom
the boy describes as a “silly fellow'
because he had gone in his socks, had
cut his foot at one point, and gone lame

for the rest of the journey; a piece of
fluff from a sock was brought back as
one proof."

So impressive were the bushmen's
skills, Australian officers in South Africa
at the time had wagered on their
abilities to win a bet with the British.

Dr Kerwin believes the trackers came
from North Queensland and may have
been drawn from the Queensland
mounted police force due to their
required skills in weaponry,
horsemanship and military discipline.

After being contacted by
brisbanetimes.com.au on Friday, Gary
Oakley, curator at the Australian War
Memorial and head of the Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander Veterans and
Services Association of Australia, said
the memorial was keen to investigate
the plight of the lost men.

"The project we are working on at the
moment is to try and document all
indigenous Australians who ever served
in the defence force or worked for the
defence force in a capacity such as
trackers or auxillaries," he said.

"We would be very interested in their
story. These people were employed by
defence for a specific purpose and
basically the Australian Government let
them down."

Dr Kerwin said he wanted to raise the
profile of the contribution of Aboriginal
Australians in some of the nation's most
historic events.

"At school when we do history and
presentations to our peers its all about
the dominant cultural history and it
doesn't give [indigenous Australians]
any self esteem from the contribution
we've made," he said.

"We've made a lot of contributions:
these men who went to the Boer War
and the capture of Ned Kelly just to
name a couple."
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Opportunity squandered yet again

Article from: The Australian
Galarrwuy Yunupingu
5 September 2009

IN October last year | wrote down
my thoughts on the intervention in
the Northern Territory. In a long
essay about my political life | said
that the intervention was, by then,
doomed to fail. | sensed then,
correctly, that the intervention that |
had put my support behind - a brash,
difficult and determined push to
change people’s lives for the better -
had turned into a program that was
no more than business as usual with
the usual suspects wrapping up
Aborigines in red tape.

| sensed, correctly, that people who
made up the Aboriginal industry and
had been rightly set aside by the
intervention had control again and
were starting to bend the
intervention to their ways and to tap
into the money that had been put
aside by the Australian people for
the task at hand. | talk here of public
servants, interest groups, lobby
groups, greenies, certain Aboriginal
organisations and a whole group of
urban Aborigines who all live off the
back of my people's disadvantage.

| made a point that the intervention
was good for this type of person
because it gave them oxygen,
allowing them to show their
importance and prestige to others
around them as they argued points
and made criticisms. Friends tell me
that they usually do this over coffee

in a city cafe. | like coffee but | drink

it for pleasure, not to sound off about
other people's lives.

Two years on, the intervention is
dead. The total failure of the
Northern Territory government's
Strategic Indigenous Housing and
Infrastructure Program is just the
symptom of how great the failure is.

| can look around east Arnhem
Land and see people who had
buckled down under the repressive
parts of the intervention - alcohol
controls, income quarantining,
pornography surveillance - on the
promise of a future. These

Now these landowners, who
through the years have had just
about everything taken away from
them, have signed the lease, had
their land taken from them, and
still have no housing. | have
spoken to leaders from these
places and all of them want these
leases dissolved.

For my part, | have a two-year
standing offer to the
commonwealth government to
sub-lease as much of my land as

they want for their
purposes, provided

people have nothing in return I'sensed, my clan owns the

for the indignity that they have correctly, that head lease. This
endured. No houses, no people who made proposal is much the
infrastructure, no roads, no up the Abﬂriginal same as the mining
new schools, nothing. Just industry and had | company Rio Tinto's
business as usual as been rightly sel | ownership of the
government workers, aside by the head lease to the

consultants, Aboriginal
organisations and whoever else
pours over us, doing nothing,
achieving nothing.

| hear from other leaders, men and
women | have known all my life, that
they feel the same.

It seems that the main
achievement of the government in
the past 18months has been to
obtain forced agreement to three 40-
year leases at Maningrida, Wadeye
and Elcho Island. These leases were
obtained by pressure and coercion
with the government telling the
landowners that they must sign the

lease or get no housing.

intervention had
control again

township of

Nhulunbuy, 13km

from my community
of Gunyangara. But my
Gumatj clan's standing offer goes
unanswered because the
commonwealth wants to take total
control of my land. That much is
clear to me. They are spending all
their time and effort threatening
and pressuring traditional
landowners and land councils to
get their way and ignoring the
obvious way to balance the whole
matter.

(Continued on page 8)
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There was a promise of boarding
schools and an education revolution
that came with the intervention. |
haven't heard even a whisper of
boarding schools for the Territory for

more than a year. Gunyangara, with a

population of about 300, does not
have a school, so | wrote to the
commonwealth minister asking for

help in starting a primary school. |

was referred to the Territory minister,

who sent out a public servant,
unannounced, who met my
bookkeeper.

| sent another letter and
complained where | could: nothing.
So | am spending my own money

buying buildings, preparing the

grounds and looking for an education

provider. And this is Galarrwuy
Yunupingu here, speaking to you,
who is meant to be the most
powerful Aboriginal leader in the
Northern Territory. Or so they say.
Imagine the frustration offal the
other traditional leaders who do not
have my experience or my profile.

S0, no more. The commonwealth
can no longer have my name in the
list of those who support the so-
called intervention. | say this with
great disappointment. It is not the
program that | supported, it is just
business as usual.

Where to from here? The
intervention legislation must be
immediately renegotiated with the

Aborigines who it affects; that is, the

people who live in the communities.

The Prime Minister and his

Indigenous Affairs Minister must take

a direct hand in these negotiations.
No outsiders, no middle men, no
masters of the red tape, no urban
blacks. Just the people who are
directly affected by the fourth-world

conditions they live in talking face-to-

face with the people elected to deal
with these issues.

This is not a task we can just hand
in and give up on. There must be
further efforts, just not under the

framework of this failed intervention.

During the recent Garma Festival |
sat for four days with the ceremonial
clan leaders of east Arnhem Land,
the men and women who retain
responsibility for the lives of their
clan. We know what we want, as do

the leaders from elsewhere in the

Territory: the Thamarrurr leaders, the

Central, Eastern and Western Desert

leaders, the west Arnhem leaders,
the Pitjantjatjara tribesmen, the
Kalkaringi leaders. | still look to

constitutional reform as a foundation

stone for the future, but it is the here

and the now that is important.

Galarrwuy Yunupingu is a former long-serving chairman of

the Northern Land Council.

continued from page 3)
were the cause of Alice Springs’

problems. ”... 80% inside were f-
cking n-ggers for doing sh-t,” he
said, later conceding that he knew
because he’'d “done time ... for flog-
ging the f-ck out of some c-ons”.
Red said that “n-gger lover d-
ckhead lawyers and reporters” only
made the problem worse because
they defended Aboriginal people.

A spokesperson for Alice Springs
town council this morning said that
the council was unable to act be-
cause there had had been no sign
of “paraphernalia” being sold. In-
stead, it was simply a singlet that
was visible from the outside of the
vehicle.

Chris Graham is editor of the National Indigenous
Times.

(Ed Note: In fairness | have to write that Chris’
report with the racism, etc., it the only report that
makes this claim. Other news articles do not men-
tion the racist comments at all. In fact one of them
states that ‘Red’ is really just a mixed up drug user
who is really very sorry for his actions and did not
realise that the community would be offended.
Personally, | would probably say there is a middle
ground that is closer to the whole truth.
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Joln the
movemeant

This Sumday, 27
Saptamber 2009
And avery Sunday

Mast at Alaxandria
Park, naar the BBQ area

Start T:30 for a walk
followed by a yam

Healthy braakfast
{provided by Babana)
Discusslon on heaithy
sctivitiea we can all
participats In to assist
us to batter haalth/

emotional wall-being
What activities do you
want Babana to look at
and rum. Or what
activities should the
community do for haalth

Whet health message
do you want to ghve to
your kids

Want to be around long
enough to ses your
grandidds grow?

It's time to yet
serious

= Babana Walking Breakfast Club

Babana Aboriginal Men's Group Inc.

BABANA

Whant to get those cobwebs out of your head after Saturday night?
wmmmmmmnunw - 3
: -

w&#m{ﬁhmmﬂmmmnﬁﬂaﬂw:' d
something arcund the place? y
wﬂxt :-" M‘l’{ﬂl’mhﬁemﬂ;!

thm horve o wdhuﬂhﬁﬂ-qpaupm
Then have we go @ deal forgoull

Enquiries:

Ladies are welcome.
Mark Spinks: 0411282917 c I S all
Don Clark: 0402 567 473 get healthier touether
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Babana Breakfast Club




"‘""Fi"! To support, enahle and empower Aboriginal men and families in our community

Babana Aboriginal Men’s Group Inc.

Babana Aboriginal Men’s Group Inc.
PO Box 3292
Redfern NSW 2016

029243 3546
0402567 473

Phone:
Email:
mark.mv.spinks@centrelink.gov.au
de_clark@tpg.com.au

babana@tpg.com.au

Our web sites
http://www.treocom.net/babana

http:www.myspace.com/babanaboriginal

http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?
id=1715072238&ref=profile

(uote of the month

There's lots of people in this world who
spend so much time watching their health
that they haven't the time to enjoy it. ~Josh
Billings

Life expectancy would grow by leaps and
bounds if green vegetables smelled as good
as bacon. ~Doug Larson

Health nuts are going to feel stupid
someday, lying in hospitals dying of
nothing. ~Redd Foxx

A few quotes about health just for fun.




